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Scan this QR Code with your mobile 
device camera to give feedback. 

Message from the President
of  the Board of General Purposes

Let me commence with my best 
wishes and thoughts to you all. I trust 
that you, your family, and friends 

are safe and coping as best you can 
during these difficult times. Never in our 
lifetime has a situation of this magnitude 
occurred, and never has it been more 
important to heed the advice and obey 
the rules set in place for our safety. We, 
all of us, must understand and accept 
that the Coronavirus frontline is our 
community and the only way it will be 
defeated is for all of us to be responsible 
for our actions and behaviours. Stage 4 
restrictions were inevitable. Government 
leaders and health professionals are 
committed and doing their best to 
protecting us, but we must also play our 
part.

Recently the Communications Team, 
launched our new Freemasons Victoria 
website. The homepage includes links to 
a series of themed webinars supportive 
of good mental health. These webinars 
have been developed and provided to 
Freemasons Victoria by one of our major 
partners, Entertainment Assist. On your 
behalf, I have extended our gratitude for 
their support. 

The Freemasons Foundation Victoria and 
CHAMAR are also continuing delivery of 
important services and support across 
the fraternity as best they can, and I am 
sure everyone appreciates their efforts. It 

is during these times that we see the best 
in people. The dedication of our staff and 
supporters is not unnoticed and I am sure 
you all join me in thanking them.

You will recall the Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria established the 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria Disaster 
Relief Fund in late 2019. That fund 
continues supporting individuals and 
organisations across Victoria impacted 
by drought, bushfire, and now COVID-19. 
If you are aware of Brethren needing 
support through these times, please 
contact Neil Cripps at the Foundation 
on (03) 8535 4780 or email neil@
freemasonsfoundation.org

The Board of General Purposes has 
transitioned to new leadership following 
my investiture as President of the Board 
and Worshipful Brother William (Bill) 
Lodge joining me as Vice President. The 
Board looks forward to a constructive, 
collegiate future and being strongly 
connected with brethren to grow our 
membership and provide meaningful, 
positive experiences supportive of the 
ethos behind our existence. 

While COVID-19 has seriously impacted 
all of us however, the Board of General 
Purposes and the administration of 
Freemasons Victoria continue to operate. 
While Stage 4 restrictions prevent our 
staff physically attending our Eastbourne 
centre they continue delivering services 
and supporting Freemasonry remotely 
from home. Brethren, they are our 
champions and deserving of our thanks.

In closing, please stay safe, healthy and 
look after each other. Now more than 
ever we must commit to our family, our 
friends, and our Brethren. They need our 
understanding, our support, and most 
importantly, our comfort. 

We will get through this and we will be 
stronger when next we meet.

Fraternally yours,

RWBro. Myles King
President

Board of General Purposes

A letter from the 
EDITOR

Welcome to the Spring 
edition of the Freemasons Victoria 
Journal. We hope that all our 
Victorian readers have stayed safe 
and connected during stage four 
lockdown while we patiently wait 
for our State to reopen.

Since March this year, we have 
seen local Freemasons take the 
digital stage by coordinating 
virtual Lodge meetings, hosting 
online seminars and boosting 
their social media presence. We 
have extended this digital trend to 
the journal and have delivered it to 
you electronically and not in print. 
This first e-journal is in its trial 
phase and your feedback is most 
welcome. Visit freemasonsvic.org.
au/journal-feedback and let us 
know what you think.

The team at Freemasons Victoria 
have been working from home for 
over six months and we are still 
committed to providing a quality 
membership service to you. All 
team members are eager to help 
enrich your Masonic journey, 
whether it be in COVID times, or 
when we return to seeing each 
other in person. Stay well, stay 
safe, stay connected.

Kelly Leventis                                                                                   
Editor

Feedback
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Taskforce through the Years
Freemasons Victoria

As “The Hand of Freemasonry”, the Freemasons Victoria Taskforce has a key role in providing community and charity support 
through various projects and is also available to assist with the conduct of Freemasons Victoria events. All Freemasons who 
participate in a community helping project with their fellow Brethren are Freemasons Victoria Taskforce members, whether 

it is with their Lodge, District or as part of a Freemasons Victoria State-wide project call-out. Taskforce members gain pride and 
satisfaction working on helping community projects. Through working together, members develop great camaraderie and respect 
for each other all while promoting the public image of Freemasonry. Taskforce projects generally require hands-on, practical work. 
Working together on needed practical tasks, with Brethren, family and friends, provides physical and mental wellbeing through 
exercise and a feeling of accomplishment.

Albert Park Walk for Mental Health 2019

Grampians Bushfire Recovery 2006

Care Bears for Ambulance Victoria 2019

Best Chance Children's Picnic 2011

Black Saturday Bushfire Recovery 2009

Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal 2017 East Gippsland Bushfire Recovery at Sale 2020

Licola Revegetation after Floods 2010

Revegetation at Kinglake post Bushfires 
2012

Nhill Boardwalk Reconstruction 2014
Jells Park Walk for Monash 
Children's Hospital 2020 

Ring Pull Recycling Initiative Variety Children's Christmas Party
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$150,000 donation to Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund (GERF)

Freemasons
Foundation Victoria

LODGE SUPPORT GRANTS
Continue a rich history of Victorian Freemasons assisting within their local community

Apply for a Lodge Support Grant

For further information visit our website: 
www.freemasonsfoundation.org

Freemasons Foundation Victoria

In May, the Foundation donated $150,000 to Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund (GERF) to support the provision of hay and fodder 
for farmers impacted by the East Gippsland Fires. This was in addition to the $100,000 donated to GERF in March which was 

distributed to people impacted by the fires.

This year, the Foundation Awards Program provided $277,600 assistance to 121 Victorian students. Unfortunately, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our scholarship presentation for Tertiary recipients was unable to proceed.

In January 2020, the Foundation established the Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria Disaster Relief Fund. The fund, established 

in perpetuity, is focused on the recovery, reconstruction and 
prevention projects for the communities of Victoria impacted by 
disasters.  

At the end of June and through the generous support of 
Freemasons Victoria, Masonic Lodges, other Victorian Masonic 
orders, Grand Lodges from overseas, and most importantly 
individuals, the fund received $566,000 in donations.

At the end of July $427,000 had been distributed to assist 
individuals, communities and organisations, impacted by the 
2019/2020 Victorian fires. At the August Board meeting a further 
$99,880 was approved by the Board to assist farmers impacted 
by the fires in the Upper Murray region.

As Myles King noted in his Report to the June 2020 Quarterly 
Communication of The United Grand Lodge of Victoria “on 
behalf of the Foundation Board of Directors, I sincerely thank 
everyone of you. Together we are changing the lives of so many 
people in positive ways. CONGRATUATIONS!”

Freemasons Foundation Victoria Disaster Relief Fund

2020 Secondary & Tertiary Awards Disaster Relief Fund



Create a Named 
Sub-Fund and be 
remembered in 
perpetuity

Freemasons
Foundation Victoria

By preserving your donation you are providing an enduring gift to your chosen 
charities in years to come. Create a named sub-fund within Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria’s charity structures.

How does it work? Benefits of a Named Sub-Fund

Donations to The Freemasons 
Public Charitable Foundation are tax 
deductible.

Long term gifts to your chosen 
charities.

We manage the investment,
governance and administration.

Low fees – 0.6%.

Families, friends, Lodges and 
businesses can contribute to your 
fund or establish their own. 

The Funds are Income Tax Exempt.

Can create a legacy in perpetuity 
from your bequest.

Establish 
With an initial donation of $2,000.

Grow
Via donations and pooled fund 
investment returns with the 
objectives to achieve a rate of return 
to maintain real value of the corpus 
over time.      

Grant 
Start granting once the balance
reaches $11,000.

For further information visit our website: www.freemasonsfoundation.org/named-sub-funds
Contact us: (03) 8535 4780   Email: enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org

The Freemasons 
Public Charitable 

Foundation 
ABN 97 577 321 065

Your Named 
Sub - fund

To Your Chosen 
DGR 1 Charities

Your 
Tax

Deductible 
Donations 

Grant 4% 
minimum 

distribution
p.a.

The Freemasons 
Benevolent Fund 

ABN 77 505 868 957
Your Named 
Sub - fund

Scholarships 
and Bursaries

To Your 
Chosen Charities

Your  
Donations Grant



Victoria had the highest number of total 
electric vehicles across all Australian 
States and territories with                        
sales from 2011-2018.

Availability of public charging 
infrastructure increased by over                            
in 2019.

Tesla Model 3 (2020)

Range: 460kms

Powertrain: 225kW

Battery: 50kWh

Charge time: 17 hours (standard socket), 6 
hours (with Tesla charger)

Fast charge: Tesla claims 270km boost in 
30 minutes (at super charger locations) 
which is approximately 59% in 30 minutes

Ash: There are two frequent themes in 
your personal social media posts, Barry. 
One is your passion for the Hawthorn 
Football Club. The other is about your 
Tesla car. Tell us about the Tesla. Why 
did you choose to buy one?

Barry: Deciding to actually buy an electric 
car was not difficult - buying a Tesla was. 
Apart from being a brand new company 
with no historical rules to follow, Tesla 
built what could be said to be about 
ten years ahead of any other vehicle 
manufacturer. 

I receive over the air "free" updates on 
a regular basis. My Model 3 Tesla now 
travels further, charges faster and is more 
efficient by at least 5% since it arrived on 
Christmas Eve last year. The resale value 
has gone up exceeding my purchase 
price by nearly 5%. So far I have yet to pay 
for any energy as my accommodation at 
Eastbourne provides 22Kwatt charging 
which is supplied from solar panels.  

How far can you drive before you need 
to recharge?

My Model 3 Tesla has a small battery of 
50 Kilowatts. The dearer Model 3 has a 70 
kilowatt battery. The amount of energy 
stored determines the distance you 
can expect to travel - a 100% charge in 
my small battery will generally give me 
400kms before I need to recharge.

The charge time also depends on the 
charger you are connected to. Most 
people will charge at home overnight 
using a normal 10Amp power socket 
- giving 2.2 kilowatts an hour. So if you 
were dead flat - it would take 20 hours to 
reach 100%. but normally you would not 
allow your car to drop to empty nor would 
you need to charge to 100% unless you 
wanted to travel a long distance.

Please tell us a little about some 
of the other cars that you have 
owned.

My first car - everyone always remembers 
their first car - was a 1952 Holden 418 [FX] 
and I bought it in Adelaide in 1966 for $50 
then drove it home to Melbourne.

On my return from active service in South 
Vietnam I bought my first new car, a 1970 
Holden Torana GTR [not the XU1] great 
straight line driving but not so good 
around corners.

My love of Jaguars began soon after with 
a 1963 Mark Ten [3.8 litre] - excellence in 
design and style but loved fuel.

Other Jaguars include 1986 Daimler XJ6 
VandenPlas - possibly the smoothest 
ride I have ever had and the first time I 
managed to drive a car over 200km/h. It 
literally was like sitting in an armchair.

How does driving the Tesla compare to 
other cars you have had?

This car would be the best car I have ever 
owned - and with over 55 years of driving 
experience I have owned over 40 vehicles. 
It is extremely easy to drive as it literally 
tells you what to do and when to do it. 
Self-driving mode will take you to your 
destination without you having to think 
about your journey.

Other new cars have been that, just 
new, until my Tesla SR+ Model three 
arrived. Silent, smooth and the fastest 
accelerating vehicle I have ever owned 
and the most economical of course. My 
maintenance is literally zero as there 
is nothing to service. The brakes are 
guaranteed for 1 million miles - the only 
likely items to replace are tyres and wiper 
blades.

Bro. Ash Long chats with our Grand Almoner, RWBro. Barry Minster

DID YOU KNOW?

                  fully electric (EV) and plug-in 
hybrid (PHEV) cars were sold in Australia 
in 2019.

A jump of 203% from the previous year.

6,718

54%
Sales of Ev and PHEV continue to grow in 
2020, with January seeing a  
increase compared to 2019.

140%

1,725

Information sourced from electricvehiclecouncil.com.
au and budgetdirect.com.au.

Barry photographed enjoying his Tesla.
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Tesla Model 3 (2020)

M E N T A L  H E A L T H
D U R I N G  T H E  C O V I D  P A N D E M I C

140%



A guide to coping with coronavirus for older Australians
STAYING WELL, STAYING POSITIVE

Physical distancing and isolating yourself from others in the age of COVID-19 is creating new 
and unique challenges, particularly for older Australians. Here’s how to look after yourself while 
you navigate the journey.

STAYING CONNECTED
Social connections are not only essential for mental health 
and well-being, they can also help us cope in stressful 
situations. Staying in touch with friends and family, 
including grandchildren, can be as simple as picking up 
the phone, but video call systems such as Skype, FaceTime 
and Zoom can be really helpful too, as they allow for face-
to-face catch-ups from a distance.

If you need some help using this kind of technology, 
consider signing up to Be Connected, a free online 
learning program designed to help older Australians 
connect digitally.

Stay savvy online by learning at your own pace with free 
courses on everything from how to access the internet, 
make video calls or set up your device. Even find out how 
to spot a scam and stay safer online.

Visit beconnected.esafety.gov.au for more.
CREATE A NEW ROUTINE
Making sure your days have structure, even though your 
usual visits and away-from-home activities have been put 
on hold for now, can help provide a sense of normality 
and purpose. Schedule tasks, like cleaning and doing the 
laundry, make ‘appointments’ to catch up with people 
from a distance and spend time on activities that you like 
to give your day routine.

PERSPECTIVE IS KEY
It’s understandable that you might be fearful about 
becoming unwell at the moment, and whatever you’re 
feeling, know that it’s okay. However, instead of imagining 
worst-case scenarios, try to keep things in perspective – 
and remember that this situation is temporary.

Try to only consume news, updates and information 
about the pandemic from accurate, reliable sources, and 
consider limiting how much time you spend on social 
media (if you use it) as you can become overexposed 
to negative and sensationalised coverage. Instead, stay 
busy doing things you enjoy, whether that’s gardening, 
reading, listening to podcasts or watching television.

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF
It’s really important to maintain a healthy lifestyle, so focus 
on eating a healthy diet, getting enough sleep and doing 
some regular physical activity, whether that’s going for a 
walk around your garden – if you have one – or finding a 
way to exercise at home.

RESOLVE TO RELAX
With so much uncertainty around us, being conscious 
of relaxing will give your body a chance to settle and 
readjust to a calm state. Relax in whatever way works for 
you, bearing in mind that ‘active relaxation’ strategies 
such as meditation and mindfulness techniques, as well 
as breathing exercises, muscle relaxation and guided 
visualisation, are particularly effective and can even help 
you manage some of the symptoms of anxiety. Learning 
to relax can take some practice, but the more you practise 
the more helpful you’ll find the technique you choose to 
use.

All content on this page was sourced from Beyond Blue
Visit beyondblue.org.au for more
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Since 1984 we have been singing 
“Australians all let us rejoice for 
we are young and free.” So who 

would have thought that our basic 
right to freedom would be challenged 
in our lifetime, and that strict rules of 
engagement would largely restrict us to 
our homes? More than 517 virus deaths 
would be recorded in Victoria this year 
before September. Uncertainty has 
replaced predictability. 

Viktor Frankl in his book, “Man’s Search 
for Meaning”, writes that “even in a 
concentration camp any man can, even 
under such circumstances, decide what 
shall become of him- mentally and 
spiritually. It is this spiritual freedom-
which cannot be taken away- that makes 
life meaningful.”

As humans we are endowed with the 
infinite ability to make choices. We can 
choose to give into conditions or stand up 
to them. As we construct new rhythms of 
life, we can think ‘poor me’, or ‘what am 
I learning from this imposed restricted 
life?’ It can provide a time for reflection, a 
time for planning a new and more richly 
described life post COVID.

In reflecting, what could your intentions 
include? Will they include a daily 
advancement in Masonic knowledge 
related to life skills? Life skills to enhance 
the ability to thrive in our predominately 
hedonistic society, where put downs, 
bullying and self- medication are 
insidiously promoted and condoned. 

Missing now is the close contact with 
our family, extended family and friends. 
Missing are the tactile hugs and 
handshakes and the non-verbal cues of 
being loved, appreciated, and needed by 
others. Subtle cues and social actions of 
bonding. Cues and actions of bonding 

passed on to us perhaps genetically and/
or by loving tactile parents who made us 
feel needed in our formative years. Cues 
and actions not provided to us in our 
formal schooling.

These learn-able life skills support us 
to know what to say and do to show 
others that we care; to preserve our self- 
esteem as we navigate the inevitable 
roadblocks and disappointments in our 
life. The assertiveness skills to gratefully 
acknowledge others and to graciously 
accept acknowledgments. The ability to 
tell others tactfully what you don’t like 
about their actions, without putting them 
down. Skills that help maintain our inner 
peace.

We may turn to our Masonic ritual for 
guidance. Here we find eloquently 
described rules to “steer the barque of 
this life over the seas of passion without 
quitting the helm of rectitude.” So here in 
our ritual are the signposts of what to do 
to lead a respected life. 

It is however a quantum leap from 
learning and considering these rules 
and signposts, to the implementation of 
them in our daily lives. As we interpret 
the signposts and rules of our ritual, we 
bring our own values and life experiences 
to interpret our world. As we are open 
to formally learning improved levels of 
social interaction, our values and life can 
become more richly described.

POST PANDEMIC
Fellow FreemasonsPOSSIBILITIES

by Dr Ted Stephens PJGW  

If you would like to comment on this 
article by our psychologist Dr Ted 
Stephens PJGW or book a free of cost 
discussion or counselling session with 
Ted please visit our Mental Health 

Support web page: freemasonsvic.
org.au/mental-health-support 
Member access only

GET IMMEDIATE SUPPORT
We all have good days and bad days. Then there are those days when something 
isn't quite right, you've got something on your mind, or things just seem too 
much. Whatever it may be, sharing the load with someone else can really help.
Beyond Blue offers immediate support via phone, email and online chat.

1300 659 467 beyondblue.org.au

All calls and chats are one-on-one with 
a trained mental health professional, 
and completely confidential. Although 
you may be asked for your first name 
and some general details, you can let us 
know if you’d like to remain anonymous.

Experiences from  

We asked members to tell us about a 
positive experience during the pandemic, 
heres what they said:

Bro. Anthony Dask 
The Brighton District Lodge No.37
"It has been wonderful to see the amazing 
support that Lodges are providing to their 
Brethren, in particular those who may not 
have access to computers or that have not 
been to Lodge in some time."

Bro. Manoj Mohan 
The Lodge of the Golden Fleece No. 300
"Lodge has kept me engaged during 
these trying times and I felt that I was a 
part of the brotherhood with a variety of 
online experiences including Almoner 
support and educational talks. I was 
also able to connect with family in India 
through a virtual meeting with Lodge 
Quilon No. 5839."

WBro. Peter Barrand 
Portland Lodge of Victoria No. 57
"One positive which has manifested right 
across the South West District is the 
Brethren’s “We will get through this and 
get back to face-to-face meetings in our 
Lodge Rooms” attitude; Freemasonry will 
be alive and well in 2021."

WBro. Andrew Cook 
Argyle Lodge No. 105
"I attended my Lodge Zoom meeting 
(Argyle) recently and we had a Brother 
member from Queensland attend, who I 
had never met and am unlikely to meet 
any time soon. If nothing else during 
this period, we have learnt how we can 
connect with each other no matter how 
remote we all are."

WBro. Matt Salter 
Guiding Star Lodge No. 922
"I thoroughly enjoyed Lodge Golden 
Fleece's Zoom presentation by RWBro. 
Chris Craven. We explored the Museum of 
Freemasonry in Sydney and some of the 
antiques and artifacts within. It was well 
organised by VWBro. Ben Quick. It was 
very informative and fun."

Bro. Adam Woledge 
Williamstown Lodge No. 16
"Since Lockdown, our Lodge has found 
other meaningful ways to connect and 
also started a ‘Young Members’ forum. 
I have also enjoyed ‘visiting’ other 
Lodges and hearing guest speakers that 
I otherwise wouldn’t have the time or 
opportunity to do."
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“How are you going, Digger?” John asked.

The other man was frozen for minutes. 
He could not form an answer. Then the 
words finally forced their way out: “I 
couldn’t save him.”

A bushfire victim had vaporized, only 
metres away from the firefighter.

This was not the first time that Patto 
has seen the effects on people’s mental 
health after calamity. There is no soft way 
to say it: earlier, he had had lost his own 
brother to suicide. 

“Got to do something about it,” John 
promised himself as he came away from 
the 2009 fires.

Patto has spent plenty of time since 
bringing mental health issues to the 
fore, particularly in the field of suicide 
prevention. It was unfashionable at that 
time. But he still wants to do a lot more, 
especially as the effects of COVID-19 come 
into sharper focus.

It is believed that the suicide rate in 
Australia was seven per day before the 
pandemic, but experts are predicting 
that rate could increase by 14 per cent in 
the COVID recovery period with factors 
including unemployment, business 
failure and social dislocation.

Others are less conservative with their 
projections of increased suicides. Many 
say they are already occurring.

Patto believes that Freemasons Victoria 
has a major role that it can play in 
providing assistance in the mental health 
sphere.

His mother – a nurse in World War II – 
imbued him with an acute awareness 
of soldiers returning from combat with 
mental illness.

Several years ago, John was part of the 
Freemasons Victoria Men’s Health Week 
initiative in Queen’s Hall, State Parliament. 
He recorded a video, ‘Rain from Nowhere’, 
which can still be viewed on YouTube. 
He is forever grateful to Don Reynolds, 
Richard Elkington and Jane Sydenham-
Clarke, who helped made it happen.

He says Freemasons have a role to listen, 
to guide, and to provide financial and 
other assistance. He is proud of the ‘Let’s 
Talk’ project in Warrnambool. Ironically, a 
planned launch into south-east Victoria 
was derailed by COVID-19. He sees 
possibilities in Victoria and interstate. “It’s 
endless.”

Patto believes that COVID has produced 
a new dynamic, and that hospitals 
and practitioners require immediate 
assistance. Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria is already providing some 
assistance: “It is still early days, but we 
need to keep up the momentum. We 
need more people talking about it. We 
need more people in Melbourne to 
spread the word.”

If you need, you can speak with 
Lifeline, 13 11 14; the Suicide Call Back 
Service, 1300 659 467; or Beyond Blue 
Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support 
Service, 1800 512 348.

John Patterson is well and favourably 
known throughout Victorian 
Masonic circles.

He is a proud member of the Leura 
and Rosebank Lodges which he 
describes as the “two premier 
Lodges in Victoria.”

He has been a member of Grand 
Lodge Ceremonial Teams, but there 
is nothing more that he enjoys than 
sitting with younger and newer 
members who he labels as “fabulous 
blokes.”

John grew up in rural New South 
Wales and was involved in breeding 
polo ponies. He was a professional 
polo rider and was engaged as a 
commentator across the world.

He and wife Sally moved to Mingay, 
near Lismore in the early 1980s, 
and they have a rural property with 
sheep, cereal cropping and horses. 
Their adult children, James and Skye, 
are also well known to Freemasons 
across Victoria.

Western District Freemason John Patterson, or Patto, sat down briefly 
beside a fellow Country Fire Authority volunteer as the Black Saturday 
fires swept through at Buxton in north-east Victoria.

LET'S GO TO LODGE.

Say, son, let's go to Lodge tonight 
We haven’t been for years. 
Let's don our little aprons white 
And sit among the peers.

I feel a kind of longing, boy, 
To climb up those old stairs. 
I know we'd get a thrill of joy 
And lay aside our cares.

I'd like to get out on the floor 
Come on, let's get in line;  
I'd like to face the east once more 
And give that same old sign.

I want to hear the gavels ring, 
To hear the organ play, 
I want to hear the craftsmen sing 
That old familiar lay.

I think the Tyler’d let us in, 
Although he’d hesitate. 
And then we’d see that same old grin. 
Come on, or we’ll be late.

Pass up your bridge, or picture show, 
Your wrestling bout or fight; 
Switch off that darned radio 
Let's go. to Lodge to-night.

Unknown

What is Masonry?

It's not a sign or handshake, a hall where 
tilers sit,  
It's not a guarded building, where passwords 
will admit, It's not a place of symbols, which 
Wardens oft display, It's not a Lodge of 
members, who meet in white array.

It is the home of justice, of liberty and truth,  
Of loyalty to country, of sympathy for youth,  
Of succor for a brother, of gentleness and 
cheer, 
Of tolerance for neighbours, whose life is 
often drear.

By Bro. Walter H. Bonn

Untilted

Reflecting now on where we stand, 
I recall with wistful stare; 
How good it felt to shake the hand, 
Of a Brother on the Square.

From ‘Opening Ode’ to ‘Tyler’s Toast’, 
True fellowship was planted; 
Now the things I miss the most, 
Are those I took for granted.

Resolve do I when crisis ends, 
To appreciate the more; 
The company of my many friends, 
Beyond the Lodge-room door.

Once more we’ll strengthen mystic ties, 
Make taut the loosened chain; 
Recounting fondly last goodbyes – 
And happy to meet again.

by WBro. Paul Hooley

POETRY 
CORNER

Fellow Freemasons
Experiences from  
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Stay home if you have symptoms
It is more important than ever to stay home and get tested if 
you have any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), however 
mild. 

Do not go to work or school.

Do not visit anyone, especially older people and those with pre-
existing medical conditions.

Wear a face covering 
Wearing a face covering protects you and your community 
by providing an additional physical barrier to coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  

Everyone must wear a face covering when they leave home, 
unless a lawful exception applies. 

Stay healthy
Keep eating a balanced diet.

Get regular exercise and sleep.

Reduce your alcohol intake.

If you’re a smoker, think about and try quitting. Call the Quitline 
on 13 7848.

Get vaccinated for flu (influenza). This will help reduce the 
demand on the healthcare system as it deals with coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Vaccines are now available from your GP and 
pharmacy.

Keep your distance – stay 1.5 metres away from 
people you don’t live with
Greet people with a smile or wave - don’t shake hands, hug or 
kiss as a greeting.

Stay 1.5 metres away from people you don’t live with.

Avoid crowds, especially indoors.

When waiting in line or walking through busy areas, be patient, 
give others space so they can give you yours.

This information was sourced from the Department of Health 
and Hygiene website and is correct and up to date as of 19/08/20.             

For more information please visit: 
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

SAFETY

Practice good 
hygiene and 
regularly and 

thoroughly wash 
your hands.

Maintain physical 
distancing, keep 

at least 1.5 metres 
away from others.

All Victorians must 
wear a face covering 

when they leave 
home, no matter 
where they live.

If you feel unwell 
do not go to 

work.

Get tested 
at a nearby 

testing location. 
Return home 
immediately.

If you are worried you will 
lose pay while you wait for 

test result or you have tested 
positive and need to self-isolate 
you may be eligible for a worker 

support payment.

If your condition worsens contact 
your GP or a health professional. 
If you become very unwell and 
are having trouble breathing 

contact triple zero, you may need 
to be admitted to hospital.
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Wash your hands 

Good hygiene is critical for slowing the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Everyone should be taking the following hygiene actions:

Wash your hands

• Wash your hands regularly with for at least 20 seconds, using 
soap and water or use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60 
percent alcohol.

• Wash your hands when you get home, arrive at other people’s 
homes, at venues or at work.

• Wash your hands after blowing your nose, coughing, sneezing, or 
using the toilet.

Don’t cough or sneeze into your hands

• Cover your nose or mouth with a tissue, then throw it away and 
wash your hands.

• If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow or 
upper sleeve.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 
hands.

• If you are wearing a face covering, leave it on.

• Do not share drink bottles, glasses, crockery or cutlery other than 
with people you live with.

Stay connected and support each other 

It is important to keep connected as a community, even while 
physically distancing. You can support your friends and family by 
continuing these key actions:

• If you or a loved one is feeling anxious or concerned at this time, 
help and support is available.

• Where possible, keep connected to your family, friends and work 
colleagues through video conferencing, phone, email and social 
media.

• Look out for your neighbours and family members.

• Stay informed. Seek information from reputable sources.

Cleaning 

Cleaning and disinfecting high touch surfaces regularly (for example 
phones, keyboards, door handles, light switches, bench tops) can help 
stop the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).

First step is cleaning, which means wiping dirt and germs off a 
surface. You can use common household detergent products stocked 
at supermarkets for cleaning.

Second step is to disinfect the surface. Supermarkets stock common 
household disinfection products – it is important to use products that 
are labelled "disinfectant" and to follow the instructions on the label.

Actions for parents and guardians 

If you are a parent or guardian, make plans in case your child 
becomes unwell and cannot attend childcare or school. Discuss with 
your employer if necessary.

If your school-aged child is unwell with symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) you should:

• Seek medical advice and get them tested.

• Keep them at home unless they need medical assistance. Do not 
let them go to the shops, a friend’s house, childcare or school. 
Keep them away from elderly grandparents and people with 
underlying medical conditions.

• If your child or young person is regularly cared for by 
grandparents or elderly family members, consider alternative 
options to reduce the risk of vulnerable people being exposed to 
coronavirus (COVID-19).
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Installation
2020

A gallery from the Grand Installation held on 27 June 2020 at 
Freemasons Melbourne.

The Grand Installation of MWBro. Richard Elkington as Grand Master and 
RWBro. Anthony Bucca as Deputy Grand Master was delayed from the original 

date of 4 April 2020 until it could be held in a safe, socially distanced way.
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The life of Richard, our new
GRAND MASTER Elkington 

Home

When the Traralgon postman 
Len Evans approached Richard 
Elkington in 1979 about joining 

Freemasonry, it came with the assurance that 
Lodge would only take one night a month.

Richard was in his 20s and had been looking 
for a group to join that had purpose and 
values. He was already involved in local Party 
politics and candidcay, and had flirted with 
Rotary membership. But Masonry won the 
day.

Richard had been a member of the Latrobe 
Valley Light Opera, and had sung in the school 
choir, and learning lines was not a problem.

He found that he quickly enjoyed the Masonic 
ritual, liked the company of a new group of 
people, some 50 kilometres away from the 
Latrobe Valley. What struck him most was that 
it was FUN!

“I loved the way it felt,” he says.

Richard had been born at the Yallourn 
Hospital, and after several years when his 
family lived in Scotland, he returned to 
Newborough and Moe.

His father, Lewis, was a power station operator 
in the State Electricity Commission, and his 
mother Isabella was a homemaker, with 
interests in the Church of Scotland.

There was a strong sense of values, to grow 
wiser, to be better people.

Richard had been a good student, being 
dux of his school, with the clear objective to 
score 100 per cent in every subject that he 
undertook.

He was active in the Scouts, but says he was 
“kicked out” at the age of 24.

Meanwhile, he was continuing his studies, 
with an engineering career mapped out by 
the SEC.

As he progressed up the career ladder, he was 
given opportunities to manage, and develop 
his leadership and people skills.

An important cornerstone was to thank 
people, to encourage them, to boost their 
confidence, to make them look and feel 
successful. He learned the success of not 
telling people what to do, but to respect their 
abilities … and “to be nice to people.”

His Uncle Fred in Scotland taught him the life 
lesson: “Elkingtons are always to be nice.”

Being the brightest kid in the class had 
put Richard under enormous pressure 
to succeed, and to achieve the highest 
possible marks.

He was directed towards seeing ‘the big 
picture’, and this suited him fine, as he 
admits he has a low appetite for detail.

He was put in charge of employees 
at age 23, respecting them, it never 
occurring to him to tell them what to do.

He remembers Bruce Johnston, the 
Assistant Power Station Manager at 

Hazelwood, and guiding him to giving people 
a sense that they were genuinely valued. 
“That’s why it’s important to say thank you.”

In work, in community life, Richard Elkington 
found happiness, in not micro-managing, 
which he says is a demotivator for people, and 
leads to a lack of respect and trust.

Happiness comes from being ourselves: “I 
haven’t got a depressed bone in my body.” He 
doesn’t see problems, he sees opportunities.

In Freemasonry, he notes Bill Whitford as a 
leading influence, largely for his infectious 
enthusiasm; Robert Paroissien for essential 
wisdom; and Peter Thornton for his ability to 
speak with members.

Of Bill Whitford: “It was his brain that I liked.”

He says Robert Paroissien had an influence 
in showing him that Freemasonry could be 
an effective learning institution. “The Lodge 
and its members should be at the heart of 
everything we say and do.”

“I exist to help people to do their job. For them 
to be the best they can be.”

Richard Elkington and wife Kathleen have 
a busy home life at Traralgon. He has had 
a life of being out at community functions, 
including Freemasonry. Kathleen, a former 
Director of Nursing, also has involvements 
with Rotary.

“I’ve always been busy.”

However, he said he learned an important 
lesson from Frank Wilkes, the former State 
Labor Leader (and a Past Grand Tyler), and 
that was to keep Sundays for family time.

Isabella Elkington once thought her son 
Richard might become a minister of religion, 
and his early studies took in theology and 
philosophy.

A belief system, with a spiritual connection, is 
important to him. As is meditation. He has not 
missed a day in 15 years.

He is deliberately positive at all times, sees 
the power in spirit, and a genuine concern for 
humanity.

‘Brotherly love, relief and truth’ is more than 
a slogan.

It is always a busy time in 
the Elkington home in 
Gippsland. There is always 

something to do – whether 
it be with family, community 
groups or civic service.

Kathleen Elkington retired as a 
senior nurse several years ago, 
but the fast pace continues.

In the Elkington home, Richard 
thrives on just a few hours 
of sleep ( or did until Covid 
19 struck! ). He is a voracious 
reader of newspapers including 
The Australian, the Herald 
Sun, The Age, The Australian 
Financial Review, The New 
York Times and The Wall Street 
Journal.

He watches Sky News, and 
listens to ABC News Radio. He 
wants to know what is going 
on.

He says COVID-19 was never 
part of anyone’s plans, but 
that the disruption has given 
Freemasons Victoria an 
opportunity to take stock, and 
make itself better.

He looks to how the 
organisation might be in five 
years’ time.

“I hope that we will have 
reshaped Freemasonry so that 
it is a teaching and learning 
institution, developing real 
understanding of the meaning 
of our ritual on matters such as 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.

“We need to accept the need 
to develop brethren so that 
they become better members 
of society.

“We need to lift our game 
substantially in looking after 
the interests of our members. 
We need to display tolerance, 
understanding and concern. 

That Lodges are a 
haven of peace and 
harmony.”

The
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Message from the Grand Secretary 

We are at a critical time in Freemasonry. 
Coronavirus has changed all our lives. 
We live in difficult times, and attending a 
Lodge meeting is now impossible. 

We now use platforms such as Zoom, to 
engage with our Brethren and to remain 
connected. 

Just as our circumstances have changed, 
so must our responses.

• We need to remain connected to 
new candidates and to our elderly 
Brethren. It is important that 
we make them feel part of our 
organisation. Lodges around Victoria 
are hosting Zoom business meetings, 
they have adopted the newly 
approved Opening and Closing ritual 
and are making sure their candidates 
feel a part of the Lodge.

• Behaviours that we exhibit as 
Freemasons are essential qualities 
that we must maintain at the highest 
level. We are taught to practice 
outside the Lodge those things we 
are taught in it. Respect for others, 
regardless of rank, is essential. This 
applies towards candidates and 
Lodge Brethren, and also others in 
the community,

• 'Respect' can be interpreted as 
having due regard for the feelings, 
wishes or rights of others. We are 
faced with daily challenges, testing 
each and every one of us. Our actions 
will earn respect from others, only 
when we demonstrate due respect 
to them. We must build trust and 
confidence with others, to grow and 
nurture relationships.

• Conflict situations seem to arise, 
following a failure to respect one 
another or a failure by the parties 
involved to understand the position 
of the other.

Freemasonry is a fraternity built on 
trust and respect. We regularly hear our 
leaders being referred to by a title being a 
mark of respect.

Respect is earned, it is not automatic. As 
Freemasons we respect the rank of Grand 
Master, who after all, is a Master Mason. 
However, it is the respect for the man 
which is most important. 

We earn respect and we must reciprocate 
that respect to others. Respect is the glue 
that binds our community together. 

As we meet under difficult conditions, 
I encourage all Freemasons to look 

inwardly at themselves and to reflect 
on how to respect others so that our 
community can grow in the decades to 
come.

I also encourage Lodges to reach out to 
our elderly and lapsed Brethren. It is vital 
to that we support our aged members. 
We must also encourage those members 
lapsed to return. For only through your 
strong will to build Freemasonry can our 
fraternity flourish and grow. 

RWBro. Garry Runge 
OAM JP
Grand Secretary
United Grand Lodge of Victoria
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The past months have been trial for all 
of us.

Family, friends and our fellow human 
beings have surely been foremost in all 
our thoughts during this time of insidious 
attacks by the COVID 19 virus.

It appeared and has instilled fear and 
uncertainty, it then seemed to be leaving 
us, only to return with a vengeance to our 
Melbourne communities. Once again we 
need to be very vigilant, cautious and, 
most of all, patient and supportive of our 
community members.

We all miss our brethren and 
companions. We miss the handshakes, 
greetings and chit chat.

We miss the dressing up for those special 
occasions, which are our meetings and 
we miss the quietness of our lodge rooms 
and the regularity of our ceremonies.

All these things weigh hard on us, 
but most of us have a phone and/or a 
computer.

We can make a call, send an email or 
have a Zoom conference...We can stay in 
touch!

It may not be quite the same, but chit 
chat and expressions of friendship, 
brotherly love

and affection remain. We would all like to 
be back together again, but for our own 
good, meetings are not possible at this 
time.

Stay patient, stay in touch with friends, 
participate in Zoom conferences and take 
confidence from the fact that although 
our circumstances are currently different 
our friendships and brotherhood remain 
strong.

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "He is rich 
who owns the day, and no one owns the 
day who allows it to invaded with fret and 
anxiety".

Brethren own every day.

The Mark and Chapter leaders together 
with our Grand Secretary/Grand Scribe 
have been meeting weekly via Zoom. 

Our first achievement was to convince 
ourselves that we could work productively 
together while remaining remote from 
each other.

We have since discussed a range 
of options for the deferred Grand 
Installations and ensuring your safety at 
future meetings, moving our secretariat 
to East Melbourne, providing support 
for struggling lodges and building our 
relationships with our neighbouring 
jurisdictions in New South Wales and 
South Australia.

There is still much to do and as leaders we 
plan not as optimists or pessimists, but 
as realists working to ensure the future of 
our orders.

We've been welcomed into all manner 
of lodge/chapter/ark zoom meetings and 
have been encouraged by the number of 
brethren participating, including some 
we rarely see at our regular meetings. 
They find it easier from the earth and 
safety of their home. Perhaps this could 
be another innovation for later.

Lodges are hosting discussions, social 
meetings, and interviews, while also 
circulating lectures and reading material. 
Our Grand Lecturer is assisting lodges, 
and brethren to visit lodges across the 
State, and the Nation without leaving 
their homes, and are enjoying the 
experience. In the future Mark and Ark 
may not quite be the same as it was 
before COVID 19.

The late Fred Hollows summed up our 
tenets of brotherly love and relief when 
he said,

"I believe the basic attribute of mankind is 
to look after each other".

Let’s make sure we remember to do this.

Stay well brethren.

MWBro. Peter Julier
Grand Master
United Grand Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons of Victoria

Message from the Grand Master 

Brethren,
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Message from the First Grand Principal 

I send you greetings and trust you and 
your families are safe and well. We are 
devastated at having to go back into lock-
down and stay at home. We cannot go 
back to our chapter and lodge meetings 
until at least the 1 January 2021, and 
maybe not even then. Zoom meetings 
have become the norm, which is great, 
because we are catching up with some 
of our Companions not seen for a while. It 
also means our Excellent Master Masons 
can be included, along with the Craft and 
Mark Brethren who have indicated they 
would like to join. One of the positives 
coming out of the Zoom meetings is 
that it is not restricted to local Chapter 
members, but available to Companions 
from elsewhere in our state and beyond.

The leaders of Grand Chapter and Grand 
Mark have been meeting each week to 
discuss the issues relating to our orders 
and our membership generally.  These 
discussions have included, when we 
eventually can meet what social isolation 
restrictions may still be in place, what our 
Chapters and Lodges will look like, how 
our various ceremonies and installations 
will be conducted, and what it will mean 
to us if nothing changes early next year.

Companions, when I started my term in 
May 2019, I had no inkling that everything 
in the world was going to go pear shaped 
and affect us all. It was an extremely 
busy start as I indicated in 
the last issue. In 

March 2020 Helen and I attended 
New Zealand`s Grand Proclamation in 
Nelson at the top of the South Island. We 
decided to stay an extra day during which 
the Australian Government closed our 
borders. On arriving home Helen and I 
went immediately into 14 days lock-down 
along with Peter (GDC) and Heather 
White, Max (G Treasurer) and Barbara 
Murray. “Oh, what a difference a day 
makes!”.

The issue of office accommodation at 
288 Victoria Street has been resolved and 
the administration of the three orders 
will move to the second floor and I trust 
we will live “happily ever after”. This is 
great news and we look forward to the 
completion of the project in the near 
future. In this period of lock-down and 
disruption to our activities, we continue to 
be very well served by our administration 
team, in the persons of Wayne Smith and 
Craig Spendlove. Their efforts in support 
of Mark and Chapter Brethren and 
Companions is highly appreciated.  We 
thank them sincerely for their continuing 
and effective support whilst working 
from their homes.

Masonic knowledge and education have 
been a feature of Zoom meetings and 
lecturettes being sent out regularly from 

various Companions and Brethren 
to increase that knowledge. The 
lecturettes have been excellent 
and talks by Companions and 
Brethren have been well 
received. I also thank our 
Grand Master and Deputy 
Grand Master on becoming 
involved and sharing their 
knowledge and expertise.

All Companions of Royal Arch Masonry 
are assured that your leaders fully support 
the efforts being made by all Chapters, 
in communicating with and looking 
after the wellbeing of all members in 
these unsettling and challenging times. 
We welcome invitations to your social 
and business meetings by Zoom.  Our 
administration team forward to us all 
invitations received, and we will attend as 
many meetings as we possibly can.

We are all “in this together” and WE 
WILL SURVIVE to paraphrase a common 
theme.

MEmComp. Peter Gurr
First Grand Principal
Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons of Victoria

Dear Companions,
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OTHER ORDERS

MASONIC ORDER OF ATHELSTAN
Masonic Order of Athelstan in England, Wales and its Provinces Overseas.

In November 2007, The Court of St 
Eanswythe No. 26 was consecrated 
in Melbourne and two Courts were 

consecrated at Willoughby (Sydney) 
named the Court of Sydney No. 28 and 
the Court of St. David No. 29, the latter 
now meeting at Concord West.

Also in November 2007; Courts were 
consecrated in Perth and Brisbane with 
a Court in Adelaide following in July 2010. 
In the early days there were two distinct 
Provinces named Australia North and 
Australia South which were eventually 
combined to form a single Province 
after the consecration of the Court of 
Coenwald No. 61 at Bendigo (Victoria) on 
7 November 2009, that being named the 
Province of Australia.

At the time of writing there are a total 
of nine Courts in Australia – one each in 
Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, two in Sydney 
and four in Victoria.

The Masonic Order of Athelstan formed 
in 2005, the first Court of the Order 
was consecrated on 22 October 2005 in 
Newmarket, East Anglia, grew out of the 
shared interests that a number of like-
minded individuals had in the origins of 
Masonry. Their research culminated in 
a few members of that group focusing 
specifically on the Saxon Chronicles. In 
essence, their informal meetings became 
more and more regular and the rich 
and invigorating debates offered each 
member considerable encouragement 
and support to continue with their 
personal endeavours.

As the group progressed its subsequent 
interface with other like-minded Masons 
encouraged them to progress the idea of 
a new Order even to the writing of a ritual 
to support it. This ritual was based on the 

research of many old historic documents 
and the discovery of old Craft and other 
Masonic ritual. Eventually a draft of the 
ritual was produced based upon the life 
and symbolism of King Athelstan, the 
grandson of King Alfred, and the first 
King of England to be referred to as “The 
King of All the English.”

The Order is now widespread with 10 
Provinces within England and Wales and 
overseas in India, Australia, the United 
States, Spain and Romania and is the 
fastest growing Order in Freemasonry 
with a combined membership reaching 
close to 3,000 members.

The Masonic Order of Athelstan portrays 
the story of a Master Mason called to York 
in 926 to receive the Ancient Charges. 
It goes on through a series of ritual to 
explain a lot of the symbolism we still see 
in some Lodges today and culminates 
with an Historical oration taking us 
through the development of the various 
Grand Lodges, the appointment of Sir 
Thomas Gresham in 1567 as the first 
Speculative Grand Master and ends at 
1813 with the formation of the UGLE.

The main difference being that the 
Masonic references represent the earliest 
recorded references to Masonry in 
Britain. In this Order we aim to bring to 
life the 926 Court that was held in York to 
educate and raise the quality of Masonry 
in 10th Century England and in so doing 
to explore the development of the Craft 
over the centuries in order to prompt 
further study and research. As such our 
meetings are held in a Court and our 
candidates are ‘Instructed’ into the Order.

‘The Inner Workings of an Eminent 
Prior’ deals with the earliest passing of 
the veils ceremony and the Kabbalistic 
explanation of the four banners of the 
Royal Arch, ‘The Inner Workings of a 
Worshipful Master or Grand Master 
of Speculative Masons’ based on the 
betrayal of Athelstan by Edwin.

The appendant Order of the Scarlet 
Mantle is strictly a reward-based degree 
for those Knights who have given 
meritorious service both to the Order and 
their Court. It is a Knighting ceremony 
and is commemorative of the Knighting 
of Athelstan by Alfred the Great in and 
around the year 898 (the first recorded 
making of a Knight in England). 
Members bear the initials of the Scarlet 
Mantle (KSM), Knight Commander of the 
Scarlet Mantle (KCSM) or Grand Cross of 
the Scarlet Mantle (GCSM).

Structure and Qualification
To be a member of this Order although 
invitational you must be a subscribing 
Master Mason and Royal Arch Mason 
and to acquire the chair as WM of 
the Court you must be a Past Master 
of the Craft. You must also continue 
membership in both Orders.
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A custom-made, triple-layer face mask with a 
polyester outer featuring the Freemasons logo 

and a quilted, cotton inner layer that is both soft 
and comfortable. The mask has black elastic ear 

straps that can be adjusted for a tighter fit.
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will be used to support Victoria's Public Hospitals.
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Blanket Delivery

Uniting Ballarat has received its 
largest donation of blankets 
to assist people experiencing 

homelessness and financial crisis.

Sturt-Buninyong Lodge, supported by 
Freemasons Foundation, donated 90 
woollen blankets, valued at more than 
$4,400, to Uniting Ballarat in April this 
year.  

Since 2010 the Lodge has distributed 100 
blankets. 

“This $4,400 contribution demonstrates 
the charity aspect of Freemasonry. We 
are aware of increased pressures on 
households particularly in marginalised 
communities and know these blankets 
will make a difference” said Ron 
Flemming, Secretary of the Lodge. 

Uniting Ballarat Housing and 
Homelessness Senior Manager Wendy 
Ferguson acknowledged the long term 
support by the Lodge and Freemasons 
Foundation that has helped many 
homeless people keep warm in winter.

Photo: Courtesy of Ballarat Courier  
Lodge Secretary Ron Fleming hands over 
blankets to Warwick Davison, Uniting 
Ballarat Acting Senior Manager for 
Housing and Homelessness. Warwick is 
the grandson of John Glenn, a former 
Buninyong Lodge member.

Lowan Lodge No. 107 members wanted to gather donations for the Nhill 
community but with COVID-19, the traditional fundraising style of selling raffles 
just wasn’t viable. Incoming Worshipful Master Bro. Armand von Benecke floated 

the idea of selling wood to enable Lowan Lodge to continue good works within its local 
community. Soon after members came to help after VWBro. John Teakle invited the 
Lodge to cut some wood from his farm. Plenty of fresh air, exercise and laughs were 
had by all involved.

Lowan Lodge Wood Chop

WBro. Howarth, WBro. Clark Price, WBro. John Dunbar, VWBro. John Teakle and Bro. 
Armand von Benecke

VictoriaStories from
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Garden Beds

Maintain consistency
Conduct meetings virtually on the day and 
time of your normal Lodge meeting.

-Try to create a level of Masonic normality       
 during these difficult times.

Record attendance
Write your full name and Lodge in the chat 
box.

Mute yourself
Muting yourself ensures the guest speaker 
presents without any interference. Even a 
little background noise can be distracting. 

Raise your hand
It is very important that you get the 
opportunity to speak. Simply raise your 
hand and unmute yourself when it’s your 
turn and avoid speaking over your fellow 
Brethren.

Camera on
When appropriate, turn your camera on so 
everyone can feel like you’re in the meeting 
with them. 

Attire
Be sure to check with the host for the 
appropriate attire.

Bring friends
Encourage potential candidates to join your 
session after Lodge is closed. 

Pay attention
Don’t chat throughout the entire 
presentation – make sure the presenter 
knows you’re listening. 

Goodbye
Finally, remember to say goodbye to your 
Brethren!

Temporary Ritual for the Virtual Open and 
Close of a Regular Lodge can be found on 
the Member Resources webpage under 
Lodge. Member only access. 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, 
MUTE, ACTION!

Tips to enhance your virtual 
Lodge experience

The Monash Gully District has for many years supported the Interchange 
Outer East (IOE) Sibling Program which supports the siblings of children 
with special needs. This program has been successful in supporting these 

children who live in difficult circumstances and are often disadvantaged socially, 
academically and financially.

Monash Gully District Charity Officer Bro. John Poke has established a growing 
project at IOE. With the assistance of local Freemasons and volunteers from IOE 
they are building garden beds to grow vegetables. This is the second stage of 
John’s plan for IOE to be able to grow and sell vegetables to raise funds for their 
programs with the families of children with disabilities. The first stage was a 
series of greenhouses (featured in March edition).

Stage three has been proposed for March 2021, however this is dependent on 
state restrictions. The District Lodges and IOE plan to host a garden party to 
promote the charity and all showcase all the work. The day will see vegetables 
for sale, talks by experts on gardening and a show of support for Freemasonry in 
the District.

The project has been very successful so far as it has continued to attract both 
local Freemasons volunteering as well as providing a valuable activity for the 
children with disabilities and their families.

Photos of the garden beds and the greenhouses.
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The newOn-line Home for
Victorian Freemasonry

HOW DO LOG IN? DIGITAL MASONIC 
G U I D ELogging in is very simple and the 

process has not changed. Go to 
freemasonsvic.org.au and follow 
these easy steps.
1. Select 'Member Login'

2. Type in your username which 
is your member number 
followed by @freemasonsvic.
net.au. For example 
12345678@freemasonsvic.
net.au

3. Type in your password and 
click 'Login'

4. If you forgot your password, 
select 'Forgot my password' 
and a reset link will be sent to 
the email you registered with 
Grand Lodge. Please make 
sure to check your junk/spam 
mail for the link if you do not 
receive the email.

The new and improved Craft 
Digital Masonic Guide is now 
available on our new website. 
Once you have logged in, 
select 'Directory' from the 
main menu followed by 
'Masonic Guide.' You may 
then begin your search 
either by Lodges or Districts 
- it's that easy! If you notice 
any incorrect details, please 
contact your Lodge Secretary 
and ask him to update your 
Lodge's details on Salesforce 
by clicking below. If you need 
any further support, please 
do not hesitate to contact 
our office on 9411 0111. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

We hope you have been enjoying 
the new online home for Victorian 

Freemasonry over the past couple of 
months. 

freemasonsvic.org.au is the result of 
months of hard work from our dedicated 
team members to deliver you the best 
possible Masonic online experience and 
resource. We've mainained a similar 
layout for easy transitions from old to new 
and we've also added some exciting new 
features, including our 'Marketing Hub'. 

We understand that we need to be 
connected now more than ever, and 
freemasonsvic.org.au is just the first 
phase of Victorian Freemasonry moving 
forward digitally. 

If you have any suggestions, we would 
love to hear from you. Please feel free to 
contact our Marketing team at: 
marketing@freemasonsvic.net.au
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Endevour Virtual   
Lodge No. 944

Tips  for how to set up a 
Virtual Lodge Meeting

The objectives of this Lodge Want to become a member 
of Australia's first and historic 

Endeavour Virtual Lodge?

What do I need to do to be able to participate?

Make sure you get the following ready in order to 
maximize your virtual experience:

1.      A quiet, well lit space; 

2.     Headphones; 

3.     Webcam or inbuilt device camera; and

4.     A microphone. 

Remember it is your duty to ensure you 'tyle' your own 
space so as to prevent any cowans or intruders from 
being privy to our meeting. 

How do I access this Virtual Meeting?

Getting access to our Lodge meetings is easy, secure 
and convenient with just one simple click of the button. 
You can access the meeting on any device including 
your computer, laptop, tablet or phone. 

Visitors are welcome to our online lodge 
meeting, just register your interest.

Not a member of our Lodge and want to visit or know 
a Brother that you would like to invite along to our next 
meeting?

All we need is for the Brother to make contact so we can 
confirm his credentials and issue him a meeting invite.

Register your interest to visit at              
endeavourvirtual@gmail.com 

The Endeavour Virtual Lodge represents a historic 
first in Australia and the Southern Hemisphere and 
only the second time in the history of the world where 
Freemasonry and world class masonic education 
is made available to members around the world 
incompletely online via a Virtual Meeting Platform. 

The Endeavour Virtual Lodge is a Lodge like no other 
in Australia, which is entirely dedicated to providing 
its members with world class Masonic education that 
draws on the skills and expertise of the best Masonic 
scholars in Australia and around the world.

By becoming a member of our Lodge you will 
get access to the following benefits:

1. Access to all meetings of the Endeavour Virtual 
Lodge which will feature world class Masonic 
education, lectures, discussion and entertainment; 

2. Access to the Victorian Lodge of Research's premier 
research and Masonic knowledge database, 
lectures and meetings, including a physical copy of 
the Lodge's annual transactions/lectures; 

3. Access to a world first online and interactive 
website and database that will features recordings 
of all the lodge's meetings, papers, videos of 
presentations, discussion forums and blogs in 
partnership with our sister Lodge's the Victorian 
Lodge of Research and the Castle Island Virtual 
Lodge No 190 of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba 
Canada. 

4. For non-victorians who join you will get access 
to the benefits of becoming a member of 
Freemasons Victoria which will make you an 
Australian Freemason, delivered a physical copy 
of the journal; access to the Freemasons Victoria 
Online Members' Portal which includes world first 
online Masonic Advancement Program (MAP) in 
the form of online courses and access to Victorian 
ritual/ceremonial.

What does it cost?

For Victorian Freemasons - $80.00 AUD

For Non-Victorians - $80.00 plus UGLV capitation 

Join now by filling out our Seventh Schedule application 
and emailing to endeavourvirtual@gmail.com

• Provide brotherhood to members who otherwise 
would be unable to be in Lodge together.

• Provide a unique and engaging experience for all 
members and visitors through a wholly secure and 
integrated on-line virtual experience.

• Utilise technology to enhance and improve the 
lodge experience.

• Provide a convenient way to attend lodge from 
home.

The Endeavour Virtual Lodge is the Southern Hemisphere’s 
first Virtual Masonic Lodge consecrated as part of the United 
Grand Lodge of Victoria, Australia on Saturday 15 December 
2018 by MWBro. Keith Thomas Murray, Grand Master where 
Worshipful Brother Domenic Alexander Donato Grand Herald 
was installed as Foundation Master.
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H O W  T O  S E T  U P  A  Z O O M  M E E T I N G

Sign in and Join.

Download Zoom.

After launching Zoom, click 
Join a Meeting to join a 
meeting without signing in. If 
you want to log in and start 
or schedule your own 
meeting, click Sign In.

To sign in, use your Zoom, 
Google, or Facebook account. 
You can also log in using SSO. 
If you don't have an account, 
click Sign Up Free. If you have 
a Zoom account but cannot 
remember your password, 
click Forgot.

To join virtual meetings you will first need to download Zoom. 

This can be done by going zoom.us on either a windows or os 
computer and clicking on ‘Download Zoom Client’ in the 
‘Recources’ drop down from the top menu. You can also 
download Zoom from the app store on any mobile or tablet 
device. 
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Home.
After signing in, you will see the Home tab, where you can click these options:

Scheduled Meetings
You can schedule a future one-time meeting or a future recurring meeting. There are several 
ways to schedule a meeting. You can invite your participants ahead of time and include the 
invitation on a calendar or send it out via email. Learn more about scheduling meetings and 
meeting IDs.

Meet Now (Instant Meetings)
You can start an instant meeting with these methods. The meeting starts instantly and you 
can invite others to join this meeting at any time. You can use your Personal Meeting ID for 
Instant Meetings.

New Meeting: Start an instant meeting. Click the downwards arrow to enable video or use 
your personal meeting ID (PMI) for instant meetings.

Join: Join a meeting that is in progress.

Schedule: Set up a future meeting.

Share Screen: Share your screen in a Zoom Room by entering in the sharing key or 
meeting ID.

Date and time with background image: To change the background image, hover over the 
picture and click the camera icon.



@  HOMEMentoring
training program

Gain all the vital skills 
to become a great mentor.

Learn about
the important communication 
skills of a mentor.

how to identify and communicate 
with different types of people.

how to ask the best questions.

how to give great feeback.

how to choose the best mentors 
for members of your Lodge.

All learning is supported with a 
comprehensive guide to key Masonic 
knowledge for mentors.

All completed without leaving home 
using self-paced videos and workbooks 
supported by a local trainer who guides 
you through the program.

Gippsland

Western Country

Northern Country 

Eastern Metro 

Western Metro

Colin McCowan, 0427 605 127

Peter King, 0432 631 866

John Glover, 0416 180 820

Peter Hird, 0427 348 090

Sean Cross, 0432 644 922All FREE of charge

fvmentors@gmail .com
Register your interest by emailing:

or contact your Regional Trainer direct:

Growing 
together


